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A message from Steve (Head teacher)
We’re fast approaching the end of what has been an extraordinary academic year
for everyone. There are no words to describe how proud I am of your sons and
daughters. The levels of resilience they’ve shown in such unpredictable times is
nothing short of remarkable. They continue to smile and excel despite the
challenges associated with periods of school absence and school closure. They are a credit to
themselves and a credit to you as guardians.
I’d like to send a heartfelt “Thank You” to each and every one of you. We know that our pupils learn
best when they’re in school and despite having an acclaimed Home-School offer, we know that homeschooling can be tricky for a variety of reasons. We do not underestimate the lengths that you’ve gone
to in order to support your child’s learning at home. If I could give you all a medal, I honestly would!
We are optimistic about the new academic year and hope that the most recent Government guidance
will result in a less disrupted 2021/22 academic year. Covid-19 has forced us to work differently and I
am confident that some of the systems that we’ve introduced will have a positive and lasting legacy.
We will be updating our Risk Assessments over the summer in line with Government and Public Health
advice. However, I’d like to reassure that we are not “throwing caution to the wind” and we will always
keep the health and safety of our pupils, our staff and the wider school community at the forefront of
our minds when making decisions.
I’d like to say a special “Thank You” to all of our EYFS parents and to the parents of the children who
joined us in January 2021, or after. We’re mindful that, due to Covid restrictions, you haven’t yet had
the opportunity to attend a joyous whole school event or been onsite and experienced the warm and
friendly in-school community that is synonymous with our school. But, we feel honoured that you’ve put
your trust in us, and my promise is that we will invite you in to school as soon as it is safe to do so.
Finally, I’d like to say a special word to the parents of our Year 6 leavers: it has been an absolute
pleasure getting to know you and your child(ren); we feel incredibly fortunate to have been an
important part of their learning journey and part of your family’s history. We are so proud of the
amazing young people that they have become. On behalf of everyone, I’d like to wish you all the very
best and I hope that our paths cross again in the future.

I hope you all have a restful Summer and I hope that you and your loved ones stay safe and well.
Best Wishes,
Steve

Diary dates
• Thursday 22nd July: Last day of term
• Friday 23rd July: Staff INSET day (school closed to pupils)
• Wednesday 1st – Friday 3rd September: Staff INSET days (school closed to pupils)

• Monday 6th September: Start of term (pupils return to school)
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Manor in the community (Catherine Harris, SMSC Lead)
It has been without doubt a different year in many ways.
With schools being very much a hub in local communities
and the links that we make helping raise standards,
aspirations, and a sense of belonging, we have had to
think out of the box as to how Manor can share and make
contributions to our community of Kensal Rise.
Over the past academic year, Pod 3 have been sharing
celebrations, commemorations and learning in the
community with lovely window displays along the
middle floor. This has included religious celebrations,
special day commemorations, our learning in the
curriculum, and raising money for charity. In total there
were 20 displays which not only reflected out to the local
community but also inwards to the school community.
Whilst we now look forward to restoring and revisiting our links and relationships in the community, we
hope that you enjoy a sample of the windows from the second half of the Summer term.

Summer literacy activities (Ruta Rackaityte, Literacy Lead)
Parents and teachers often worry about a decline in children’s literacy skills during time off from school.
Therefore, it is important to help children build literacy skills during those times. Below you can find
some ideas of how you could support your child’s literacy skills during summer holidays.
1. Take Time to Talk
Have conversations with your child about their favourite toys, games, books, etc. Talking with your
child builds vocabulary and encourages critical thinking.
2. Read Books Together
Reading together provides a meaningful way for you to connect with your child every day. Take turns
reading aloud to each other. Even if your child can read only a few words or can only point to pictures,
allowing your child to take a leading role in reading will help them feel empowered and confident. You
can read your child’s favourite books, magazines, comics, catalogues, online articles, etc. Any
engagement with text or print will boost children’s literacy learning.
continued overleaf…
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3. Visit the Library
This summer, many public libraries are reopening to the public. Plan a regular weekly library visit so
your child can look forward to borrowing books and other library materials.
4. Listen to Audiobooks
Encourage your child to listen to audiobooks while on car trips or at home. Listening to audiobooks
helps children develop a variety of important cognitive and social skills.

5. Make Sock Puppets
Playing with puppets boosts children’s language skills and builds vocabulary. Invite your child to get
creative and dress up some old (or new) socks you may have around the house. Use markers to draw
faces, add features with tape, or sew on buttons and fabric scraps.
6. Create a Board Game
Get some paper, cut it into squares and write a word (or a letter of the alphabet) on each square. Then,
place the squares on the floor in a big circle. Take turns rolling the dice and moving along the same
number of cards as the number on the dice. The person then reads the word aloud or says the letter
name/letter sound. If they do it correctly, they get to keep the square. At the end of the game, the
person with the most cards wins. You can make this as easy or difficult as you wish, depending on your
child’s reading level.

7. Practice Writing on a Sensory Tray
Some children may enjoy sensory writing. Take a baking tray and spread it with a thin layer of shaving
foam, salt, flour or sand. Then, invite your child to write with their finger. They can easily “erase” what
they wrote by patting or spreading the materials. Sensory trays are an engaging way for children to
practise writing letters/words or simply make marks while building fine motor skills.
Online training sessions: Speech and Language Therapy / Occupational Therapy
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Maths update (Suzanne Balcombe, Assistant Head Teacher and current Maths Lead)
This term we enjoyed a fantastic celebration for My Money Week in June. This culminated in picnics in
our pods and we were all happy to feel we were able to celebrate Maths together. With the help of our
Financial Champion, Paul Kennedy, we have submitted our Centre of Financial Excellence Award
application, and we are keeping our fingers crossed that we will be accredited soon. We also have
some exciting news moving forward, and are happy to announce that we have appointed Eva
Bourmpaki as our new Maths Lead from September.
Activities:

Computing activity – for our keen coders (Aaron Lentner, Computing Lead
Create an algorithm (a precise set of instructions or rules to achieve an outcome or solve a problem) to
instruct a pretend robot (adult) to make a jam sandwich. One of the steps towards writing a good
algorithm, that can be converted into code, is precision. Precision doesn’t come naturally to most
humans. Another computational thinking skill is evaluation, in this case: “does my algorithm work?”
The (adult) robot’s interpretation of their algorithm helps the programmer (your child) to evaluate its
effectiveness and make changes if needed.

Each time the adult (robot) does not do as expected, the child must think about their instruction - can it
be more precise?
Useful information:
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3TsVz_pJf4
• http://code-it.co.uk/unplugged/jamsandwich

manor.brent.sch.uk | @ManorSchBrent

Manor School Newsletter

Jul 2021

Accessible activities – out and about (Amy McNicholas, Autism Lead)
Explore your local area and find a new park to visit:
(https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/culture-leisure-and-parks/parks-andallotments/park-finder/)

Visit a cinema for an autism friendly showing (https://dimensions-uk.org/getinvolved/campaigns/autism-friendly-cinema-screenings/#newsletter)

Visit a local trampoline park for one of their autism friendly sessions: Oxygen Free
Jump, Park Royal (https://oxygenfreejumping.co.uk/locations/acton/peacefulplayacton/) or Flip Out, Brent Cross (https://www.flipout.co.uk/detail/flip-out-brentcross/send-sessions)

Visit the SEN playground at Aldenham Country Park
(https://www.aldenhamcountrypark.co.uk/welcome2) or the Thames Valley
Adventure Playground (https://www.tvap.co.uk)

Take your child swimming for free
(https://www.brent.gov.uk/events-and-whats-on-calendar/events/kids-swim-free/)

Science (Anna Fadian, Science Lead)
Our pupils have enjoyed exploring and learning about science this year. They have participated in lots
of awe and wonder experiments. Some of these can be found via the link below.
The pupils have been learning about life processes, i.e. plants, humans, and animals - how they grow
and what their life cycle looks like.
They have been learning about forces and friction, i.e. how does a rocket fly in Space, and they’ve
been exploring floating/not floating by looking at different materials and seeing which ones float and
which do not. They have also learnt about materials and some of their properties, i.e. soft/hard,
rough/smooth, waterproof/not waterproof, etc.
In the website link below you will find lots of experiments you can try at home. You could try the
sunflower seed growing experiment or, for those children that like a challenge, have a go at making the
DIY robot hand. Enjoy and mostly have lots of fun!
https://www.famly.co/blog/10-eyfs-science-experiments
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Accessible activities – rainy days (Amy McNicholas, Autism Lead)
Share a new story together – can you act out the roles in the story? Or make a prop
from the story? Here’s some stories to get you started:
(https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-andgames/)

Choose a letter of the alphabet and find as many items in your house as you can that
start with that letter

Choose a new recipe to try out together – get your children involved in helping you
prepare and tidy up

Use cushions and blankets to build a den

Grab some pots and pans, boxes and wooden spoons and create a piece of music

Thrive update (Linda Barr, Thrive Practitioner)

The Thrive Approach supports our pupils’ social and emotional well-being and development. It has
continued to play an important role throughout the difficult and challenging periods of lockdown and the
pandemic. When the children returned to school they benefitted from a Recovery Curriculum in which
the creative arts and play were used to provide opportunities to express their feelings and emotions.
This began the process of reconnection and healing.
For children to become emotionally strong and healthy, they need safe challenges and new
experiences. This releases lots of feel good chemicals that help them feel calm, steady and connected
to the people around them.
Our children love having adults and carers who are playful, fun, interested and curious about them.
They enjoy feeling important and special, and really benefit from having some individual time with you.
They enjoy it when you join in with their play. Thrive have put together some ideas for the Summer
break to support this important area of learning.
Top tips
• Playing outside, if possible, improves children’s physical and sensory development as well as their
imaginations, and it’s fun!
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Thrive top tips (continued)
• Follow their lead, encouraging them to be as adventurous and creative as possible, perhaps rolemodelling the activity first, showing you enjoy the experience with them.
• Draw up a routine of what you are doing and when.
• Keep cardboard boxes or clean recycling objects to use for arts later.
• Don’t worry if things go wrong - play can be fun and endings can be difficult.

Remember – children learn hugely through play, especially with an adult they love. Have a great
Summer 2021.
Thrive activity suggestions (the week 1 ‘Rainbow Colour Hunt’ sheet can be found overleaf)
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