Manor School Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,
I’d like to take the opportunity to thank you for
all of your support and commitment over this
past academic year. It has not been a year
without its challenges but we’ve made it
through together; your children have excelled
and they’re a credit to the love and support
that you continue to give them.
We’re delighted that we’ve been able to relax
the vast majority of our Covid-related
measures and it’s been wonderful to return to
something that resembles ‘business as usual.’
It’s been fantastic to have had so many of you
back in the building for events, meetings and
celebrations. All 24 classes managed to
squeeze in at least one trip, but as we look to
the new school year, we hope to further enrich
the curriculum by supporting pupils to access
the community more frequently; thus enabling
them to put skills into practise and to work on
those important ‘Preparation for Adulthood’
outcomes.
Thank you to those of you who completed the
end of year Parents Survey; your positive
affirmations are particularly welcome at the
end of a long year and will put a smile on the
faces of colleagues who’ve worked so hard to
support your children. Your suggestions on
how we can do things better and move things
forward are equally appreciated; our
commitment to improvement is enduring and
we look forward to working closely with you all
in the new term.
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Highlights from our end of year survey are as
below:
● My child is happy at Manor School: 98%
agree / strongly agree
● My child feels safe at Manor School 98%
agree / strongly agree
● My child makes good progress at Manor
School 95% agree/strongly agree
In addition, 98% of those who completed the
Parent Survey support our Trust’s bid to open
a new permanent secondary special school in
the Wembley area. We appreciate this glowing
endorsement and will keep you informed of
developments going forward. Finally, with
regards to the survey, congratulations to the
three randomly-selected lucky families who
won a Tesco voucher on this occasion.
Sadly, a number of hugely valued colleagues
will be leaving us at the end of this academic
year. I’d like to thank them for the commitment
and support that they’ve shown over the
duration of their time with us and I’m sure you’ll
join me in wishing them all the best on their
future endeavours. I’d also like to say a special
thank you and goodbye to those pupils and
families who are leaving us at the end of term.
You will be sorely missed.
On behalf of everyone here at Manor School,
have a wonderful summer and we look forward
to seeing everyone back at school on the 5th
September 2022.
Best Wishes,
Steve Thompson
Headteacher
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Maths
We’ve had a busy summer term with lots of exciting
Maths activities. A highlight has been My Money Week,
which we celebrated on 13th-17th June. Our fantastic
pupils who run the Manor Eats Café took part in the fiver
challenge, organised by the Young Money Charity. The
pupils borrowed money and came up with a business
plan to make profit and repay the Young Money Charity.
They created products which they sold during a whole
school event. All pupils had the opportunity to visit the
Manor Eats stalls and work on their financial education
skills by making purchases.
Our pupils also visited our school shop to buy motivating
toys, as well as enjoyed whole school maths activities
with their peers.
Lastly, we had fun watching performances by Dance
Equation and Dancing Digits during which we explored
numerals, quantities and simple mathematical
operations through movement and dance!
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Addition: Use manipulatives to play visual and
hands-on addition games. Lay out flashcards with
addition problems (e.g. 1+2) and then use building
blocks to create towers that answer the problems. Who
built the tallest tower?
Numerals and quantities: Use objects and movement
to experience numerals and quantities. Write numerals
in cupcake cases. Ask your child to place equal number
of cereal/popcorn/tomatoes or any preferred snack
inside and then perform equal number of actions (e.g.
clap hands, jump).
Engage in sensory play with numbers and quantities
such as fishing a set number of fish, finding seashells in
sand and counting them, counting chickpeas and
placing 1 chickpea in each compartment of an ice cube
tray, flour shaking over number cut-outs, go on number
hunts!
Literacy
The summer holiday is a great time to read with your
child. It is also a good time to make reading (and
writing) fun! Set aside time just for reading. Find a
comfortable spot outside (maybe in the garden or at a
park) and read aloud an old favourite or check out some
new books.
Visit your local library. If you are not already a member
of your local library, it is easy to join. Libraries aren’t just
about borrowing books - why not find out about other
activities happening during the summer holiday?

Summer activity suggestions:
Capacity Challenge: You will need 2 large empty
buckets, a large bucket with water and lots of smaller
containers/cups to carry water with. Split into 2 teams.
The team who manages to transfer the most water in their
bucket in a set time wins! (To make it more exciting you
could pierce some holes in the containers used to transfer
the water). Discuss: What containers carry the most
water? What containers can you use to transfer more
water in the set time?

Look together at some comic books, magazines and
catalogues as some of these might be connected to
your child’s interests. If you are travelling during the
summer holiday, look for some maps and tourist books
about your destination and listen to audiobooks while
you are traveling. Listen to and/or sing songs together.
Rhymes within songs help develop children’s
awareness of phonemes.
Help your child to write notes, letters or e-mails or draw
pictures/make marks.
Plan holiday meals by reading cookbooks together,
writing or drawing/mark making the shopping lists and
finding the needed items at the supermarket by reading
signs and labels. Read the recipe and cook together.
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Science
Computing
This year, the children have been learning about life
processes in growing plants and life cycles. They have
been learning about the physical processes of the
world and space such as forces, magnetism, light and
dark. In Science week, the children used their
scientific enquiry to engage in our Growth theme and
enjoyed lots of wonder and awe experiments.
Some ideas for the children to try at home for the
summer are:
1. The children can play with ice cubes while they
melt. To make this a bit more exciting you can
freeze small toys inside. How will they get the toys
out?
2. Bubble snakes are super easy to make and great
fun for kids of all ages. Younger children will enjoy
blowing lots of bubbles easily, while older children
can design their own unique bubble makers and
even create an investigation using them. What will
happen if you use just water?
3. Fill cupcakes with a mixture of cornflour, salt,
water, white vinegar and cream of tartar. Use
spoons and whisks for stirring the mixture and
spoons for putting the mixture in the cupcake
cases. Find fistfuls of grass and flowers and mix
them in the cupcake cases. What does it look like,
what does it smell like? Can you think of any other
plants you can mix in your cupcake case?

We have enjoyed another fantastic academic year
at Manor School and in Computing the children
have been learning to keep safe online, how to
make things happen through careful instructions
and how to use computers to access and create
content.
As parents, please be mindful of the SMART rules
for keeping safe online and always use these with
your children.
S for Safe: Keep personal details away from
strangers.
M for Meet: Don’t meet people that you know online
unless you’re with a trusted adult.
A for Accept: Don’t click any links that you’re
unsure about. Ask a trusted adult.R for Reliable:
Don’t believe everything people tell you. Always
check trusted sources to find the truth.
T for Tell: If you see something online that upsets
you, tell a trusted adult straight away!
When a device does not do as we planned, the
children are learning to work out what the issue is,
and how to solve that issue (or “bug” as we call
them).
Please do remember to access Purple Mash over
the summer - there are many activities for a range
of abilities from aided colouring to coding games.
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Engagement
We focused on Education Recovery for our pupils who
are working on pre-subject specific targets and
engagement. Our children have missed out on
opportunities to discover and engage in different
activities due to the pandemic, and it's important for
them to build their attention and engagement as
foundation skills for learning.
Emily and I conducted a learning walk where we
looked at engagement in our pre-B5 pupils. We saw
some fantastic work by pupils and staff. Highlights
included seeing how staff motivated pupils using a
variety of fun activities, with excellent engagement
from our pupils.
We conducted a whole school training session, during
which all staff looked at ways we could further promote
pupils' engagement skills, particularly how to give
them opportunities to explore activities in new ways.
Together as a school, we shared ideas for sensory
play activities. We stocked up the engagement
cupboard with lots of resources and have been giving
these ideas a try!

Our annual Art Week was a great success with Cindy
Yemoh, our Art Tutor, advocating to classes to produce
“Recyclable Art”. Classes were extremely innovative
with their creations and parents were invited to the Art
Exhibition as well as a musical play “The Litter
Muncher” being performed by Pod 3.
It has been an exciting year and we look forward to
the next year. First, the children deserve a well-earned
break. If you are looking for some activities to do the
Lexi Cinema has some viewings that are Relaxed
Screenings which are more suitable for our children
and for children who are HoH. A School holiday
programme was sent home last week or you could
email info@thelexicinema.co.uk .
Another option that has been very popular in the past
is the Relaxed Proms at the Royal Albert Hall – Proms
11 & 12 Cbeebies Prom Ocean Adventure on Saturday
23rd of July.
Many thanks for your support and attendance at our
special events this year. Have a wonderful holiday,
stay safe and see you in September.

SMSC
It has been a busy but productive term with lots of
exciting activities for children to learn and participate
in. During the first half term, the children were learning
about the Queen and involved with lots of Platinum
Jubilee celebrations. This included a special
coronation assembly and street parties with parents
were invited.
The lead up to Art Week involved six classes across
the school working with Artists in Residence. Acacia,
Chestnut and Oak Classes worked with Eastside
Educational Trust and produced a film “5 Tips for
Saving Our Planet'' which can be seen on the school
Facebook page. The children and guests held a
fabulous creative arts event at the Lexi Cinema to
premiere their movie.
Fir, Jacaranda and Pine worked with Createarts to
produce some beautiful art work about our
environment which was showcased at the Willesden
Library. The Art projects with Eastside and Createarts
were funded by The John Lyons Charity. Some of the
artwork can be seen on Manor’s Twitter page.
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PE
This year we have focused on providing more
opportunities for pupils to engage with physical
education. We have had some fantastic sports
coaches come in every week to provide our pupils with
really engaging, high quality PE sessions tailored
specifically to pupils with a special educational need.
The children enjoy these sessions so much and
benefit from the extra input.
We rounded off this year with a brilliant sports day, all
the pupils were engaged in different activities across
the day, provided by ‘Sports Leaders’ which is made
up of pupils from Newman Catholic College. All the
activities were well structured, and staff and pupils had
a great day.
Over the summer holidays, it would be great if you
could get in some regular physical activity - this could
be a walk in your local park, or kicking a football
around the garden. You could try going swimming or to
the soft play centres! Remember to have fun!
PSHE
We have reached the end of another successful term
at Manor School! Our PSHE team have continued to
create a supportive and diverse learning environment
for our children, offering a variety of lessons and
activities that enhance their personal development and
mental health.
During the summer term, our Year 6 pupils
participated in a workshop delivered for the TfL
STARS team about personal safety, respect,
responsibility and awareness both on and around
public transport. The workshop helped inform,
challenge and reinforce the knowledge of our Year 6
students as they become increasingly independent.
Our Year 5 and 6 students also participated in our
RSE ‘Growing up’ sessions delivered by the Brent
Nurse Donna Deehan. Both groups of our boys and
girls enhanced their learning about the physical and
emotional changes that occur as they grow up and
how to remain healthy and safe.
Next year, we wish to continue this learning, helping
children working towards their preparation for
adulthood.
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Summer activities - rainy days

Share a new story together – can you act out the roles in the story? Or
make a prop from the story? Here are some stories to get you started.

Choose a letter of the alphabet and find as many items in your house as
you can that starts with that letter

Choose a new recipe to try out together – get your children involved in
helping you prepare and tidy up

Use cushions and blankets to build a den

Grab some pots and pans, boxes and wooden spoons and create a
piece of music

Accessible activities – out and about

Explore your local area and find a new park to visit

Visit a cinema for an autism friendly showing

Visit a local trampoline park for one of their autism friendly sessions:
Oxygen Free Jump – Park Royal or Flip Out, Brent Cross

Visit the SEN playground at Aldenham Country Park or the Thames Valley
Adventure Playground
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Summer activities
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Online training sessions: Speech and Language Therapy / Occupational Therapy

Message from the Multi-Agency Support Team
We were delighted to bring back in-person
Multi-Agency Support Team (MAST) Open
Mornings at both schools in July, and to
welcome lots of family members to these
events. Parent/carers and siblings tried out
some equipment, and had the opportunity to
talk to staff from the Therapy and Inclusion
teams about some of the resources and
strategies we recommend.

Diary dates
INSET days for staff: Thursday 1st & Friday
2nd September 2022 (school closed to pupils)
Term starts for pupils: Monday 5th
September 2022
Last day of half term: Friday 21st October
2022
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